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for religious veneration, supply the deficiency of " Mesjids," or
regular mosques, but they very rarely assemble for any stated
form of worship ; their prayers are muttered in a low and in-
audible voice, accompanied by inflexions and prostrations dif-
ferent from those employed in Mahometan devotion. Many on
these occasions turn to the north, others in other directions,
perfectly regardless of Kiblah or Ca'abah. Whether the name
of ^ Yah " or " YOhee " (for I heard now one occur and now
the other), which is by them, and by them alone, it would seem,
applied to the polar star, has any connection with credence or
worship, I am unable to say. Nor could T discover the etymo-
logy or special signification of the word; it is used throughout
'Oman, and on all the coasts of the Persian Grulf frequented by
'Omanee sailors. Among Arabs elsewhere the Pole-star enjoys
the less mystical title of u Djedee," " the Groat," or of " MisimTiy"
"the Nail," from its "true fixed and resting quality," of which
"there is no fellow in the firmament." Vonus, or " ZahraV to
give her the customary Arab name, here becomes Ctf Farkacl," a
term elsewhere applied to Arcturus in Bootes. " Semfik " is
sometimes the name of the bright star in Capella, sometimes of
Arcturus; " Semakfin," its dual form, often belongs to Gemini,
or to two stars of the first magnitude in Cycnus. These latter
names are anything but constant; Arabs seem to care as little
about precision in their astronomical nomenclature as in every-
thing else.

The annual fast of the Biadeeyah lasts a month ; it is of even
greater strictness than the Mahometan ; abstinence is enjoined
till the appearance of the stars (in this the Biadeeyah resemble
the Jews), and only one meal in taken in the twenty-four hours.
Its period is regulated, so said my informants, by the will of UKJ
sovereign, here the supremo religious authority, whence perhaps
his customary European misnomer of Imfm. Three -towns alone
in the whole kingdom have right to the public celebration of
official prayers; they are the three capitals, Sol.iar, Nezwah, and
Bahilah; Mascat, whose importance is of comparatively recent
date, does not stand on the list.

Polygamy, though not unfrequent, wears a different form
from that assumed in Mahometan, countries; one alone of the
fair sex being admitted to the legal title and honours of spouse;